WELCOME

Natural Resource Inventory,
Open Space and Recreation Plan

OPEN HOUSE

August 1, 2024 7:00-8:30 PM




About the Project

The Town of Tusten has undertaken an effort to
develop a Town-wide Natural Resources Inventory
(NRI), Open Space and Recreation Plan. The NRI
will identify key environmental and open space
resources within the Town including wetlands,
wildlife habitats, flood zones, forests and more. The
Open Space and Recreation Plan will build upon
the NRI| and establish a vision for a Town-wide
network of open spaces.

This project is being led by the Town of Tusten and
guided by the Town's Conservation Advisory
Council. The planning process will be facilitated by
Town staff with technical assistance from MJ
Engineering and Land Surveying, P.C.

This project is funded, in part, through a grant from
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Delaware
Watershed Conservation Fund 2023 and the Upper
Delaware Council.

Overview

Conservation Advisory Council

The Natural Resources Inventory and Open Space &
Recreation Plan will be guided by the Conservation
Advisory Council.:

* Jane Luchinger (Chair) - Tusten Deputy
Supervisor

* Cathleen Breen

 Alexandra Climent

* Bernnie Lohman

* Donovan Sylvest

The planning process will be facilitated by Town staff with
technical assistance from MJ Engineering and Land
Surveying, P.C.

Additional Project Partners

Peter Manning (Genius Loci) will serve as the project liaison
and will be responsible for aiding project facilitation and
communication among project partners.

Additional support and technical assistance will be provided
by Sullivan County Planning and Real Property Services
Departments and the Delaware Highlands Conservancy.

Did you know?

The Town of Tusten boasts nearly 14 miles of
Delaware River shoreline, containing significant
nabitats for birds, fish and wildlife. The Delaware
River is desighated by the National Parks Service as a
Scenic and Recreational River and is managed through
State and Federal partnerships by the Upper Delaware
Council.

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



What is a Natural Resources Inventory?

As part of this effort, the Town will undertake a Natural Resources Inventory
(NRI) to identify environmental resources and constraints within the Town. This
Includes water resources, wildlife habitats, flood zones, forests and more. The
NRI will update the 2011 Natural Resources and Open Space Inventory.

The “Why?”

This update will expand on the 2011 inventory to include more recent data as
well as addition resources recommended by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation such as geology, soils, watershed boundaries, etc.

The NRI can be used to inform the community of what resources exist within the
Town and why they are important. The NRI will also be used as a resource for
the Town Board and Planning board. Finally, the identification of these key
features will also help to inform the Open Space & Recreation Plan.

Overview

What is an Open Space and Recreation Plan?

An Open Space and Recreation Plan establishes a vision for a Town-wide network of
open spaces. The plan will create a roadmap to ensure an appropriate balance of open
space, public access, natural resources and public recreational opportunities. The plan
will also enable the Town to identify priorities for open space protection.

The “Why?”

The development of the Open Space and Recreation Plan furthers two key goals of the
2021 Comprehensive Plan:

"Balance protection of the Town’s water quality, open spaces,
and animal and plant habitats with encouraging economic
activities that help conserve the Town’s scenic and rural
character."”

"Work to create new opportunities for public access to lands
and waters to increase recreational and educational options for
residents and visitors."

This work will set the stage for future implementation of conservation projects and new
recreational opportunities. Through active public involvement, this process will create
community consensus on recreation and conservation priorities as well as appropriate
methods (such as regulations, voluntary incentives, and perhaps public funding) for
completing such projects.

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



Overview

Opportunities for Public Engagement Scan me with your

Active community involvement is critical to the planning process! Three public meetings will mobile device to Sign
be held through the duration of the project as well as stakeholder meetings and a Community up to receive updates!
Visioning Survey. A Public Engagement Plan was developed which details the anticipated
engagement activities for the project. Read the Public Engagement Plan on the project
website at www.TustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com

Want to stay in the know? Sign up to receive emails about upcoming public engagement
through the contact page on project website or by scanning the QR Code!

Anticipated Project Schedule

Draft NRI

Project Kick-off 2nd pyblic

15t Public Engagement

Engagement Final Open
Stakeholder Space Plan

Engagement Plan Community Survey Meetings

Project Website Adoption of Plan

Implementation

Initiate Open

Initiate NRI Space Plan

Winter

Spring 2024 Summer 2024 Fall 2024
2024-25

Spring 2025 Summer 2025
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http://www.tustenopenspacerecreation.com/

— Natural Resource Mapping

Base Map

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Topography &
Steep Slopes

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Existing
Land Use

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Existing
Zoning

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Known
Wetlands

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Flood Hazard
Areas

DRAFT



Natural Resource Mapping

Tusten’s Unique Location on the Delaware River

The Town of Tusten shares 14 miles of shoreline with the Delaware River along it’s The Delaware River is an important habitat for wildlife such as Bald Eagles, Great
western boundary. The river and shoreline area is a National Recreational and Scenic Blue Herons, otters, white-tailed deer, salamanders and Timber Rattlesnakes.
River stretching for 73 miles from Hancock to Port Jervis. The area is managed by the
National Parks Service and the Upper Delaware Council. Recreation within the Town is also influenced by the Delaware River. Locals and
seasonal visitors have access to kayaking, canoeing, rafting, bird watching, fishing
What does it mean to be a Recreational River Area? and other activities along the scenic shoreline.

Recreational River areas indicate areas where the shoreline is more developed and
easier for public access.

What does it mean to be a Scenic River Area?
Scenic river areas indicate areas of primarily undeveloped shoreline.

NYSDEC Boat Launch in Narrowsburg along the Delaware River. Delaware River Access near the Ten Mile River. The Delaware River shoreline is an important winter habitat for the Bald Eagle.

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



— Natural Resource Mapping

Delaware
Riverbank &
Hydrology

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Parks,
Recreation &
Open Space

DRAFT



— Natural Resource Mapping

Habitats,
Biodiversity &
Ecological
Communities

DRAFT



Open Space Vision & Values

In the 2020 Comprehensive Plan survey, 57% of respondents indicated that “Open Space and Scenery”
was a key reason they live, own land or keep a residence in Tusten.

What specific types of open space and scenery are most important to you?

Post-It Notes Here Post-It Notes Here

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



— Open Space Vision & Values

What natural resources within Tusten are most important to you?
(i.e. wetlands, wildlife habitat, woodlands, rivers, etc)

Post-It Notes Here Post-It Notes Here

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



— Open Space Vision & Values

What phrases or words best describe your values or passion for natural resources
and open space in Tusten?

Post-It Notes Here Post-It Notes Here

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



Recreation Station

What types of recreation do you participate in?

MAPPING EXERCISE Add a dot to the board.

Bicycling Birding/Wildlife viewing Camping

Use the map on the table and the
sticky notes or markers provided to
show where you go for recreation!

Cross Country Fishing Hiking/Walking
Skiing/Snowshoeing

Hunting Paddling (canoes/kayak/SUP) |Playgrounds/Picnicking

Swimming Other

www.TustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



Recreation Station

What specific types of public recreation would Where would you like to see more
you like to see more of in Tusten? public recreation?
Post-It Notes Here Post-It Notes Here

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com



— Other Thoughts & Ideas

Share any additional thoughts and ideas you have for about Natural Resources,
Open Space or Recreation for the Town of Tusten here!

Post-It Notes Here Post-It Notes Here

www.lTustenOpenSpaceRecreation.com
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